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Social system that prevailed in most of Europe from the 9th century to the lateMiddle
Ages , based on the tenure of land. The system originated from the need to provide for
a permanent group of knights to assist the king in his wars. All land was owned by the
monarch and leased out to tenants-in-chief in return for their attendance at court afld
military assistance. The Church too was sometimes required to render military service
for its land. In other words.it can be said that the term ‘Feudalism’ refers to the
Medieval European political system composed of a set of reciprocal legal and military
- obligations among the nobility, fevolving around the three key concepts of
lords, vassals, and fiefs.

There is no broadly accepted modern definition of feudalism. The term, was originally
used in a political context, but other definitions of feudalism exist. Outside a European
context, the concept of feudalism is normally used only by analogy (called
semi-feudal), most often in discussions of Japan under the shoguns , and sometimes

medieval and Gondarine Ethiopia . Feudalism collapsed in 16th-century England, but
persisted into the 18th century in other parts of Europe.



2A

a

The Factory System
The use of waterpower and then the steam engine to mechanize lfrgc;ssgs such a 2
cloth weaving in England in the second half of the 18th century marked the €&1Nnin,

of the factory system. This system was enhanced at the end of the 18th cer;(tutry by ths |
introduction of interchangeable parts in the manufacture of muskets anq

subsequently, other types of goods. Prior to this, each part of a musket (or anythin
else assembled from multiple components) had been individually shaped by 4
workman to fit with the other parts. In the new system, the musket parts werg
machined to such precise Specifications that a part of any musket could be replaced by
the same part from any other musket of the same design and the standardized parts |
could be assembled by relatively unskilled workmen into complete finished products, §

work. The location of work also changed.

From the employers’ point of view, this factory system had such manifest advanfage’s
that it was widely adopted, especially in the textile industries. It was also used by the
heavy iron and stee] industries, by Mmanufacturers of pottery, glass, paper and
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